Great Denham Primary

Inspiring excellence; everyone, everyday

EXCELLENCE . ... RESPECT.... COURAGE. ... DETERMINATION.... FRIENDSHIP. ... EQUALITY

Newsletter 5 — Spring term Friday 4" February

A message from the Head...

Dear Parents,

It has been a much more settled week for our school with Covid
cases dropping significantly to just a very small number and
having almost all of our staff back has made such a difference.

This week our children in year 5 and year 2 have enjoyed
wonderful trips to The National Space Centre in Leicester and to
Shuttleworth. The children were a credit to our school and
behaved brilliantly and had a fantastic time!

We are looking forward to seeing you at parents evening next
week on school cloud - please don't forget to book your
appointment - this parents evening is important as the teachers
will be discussing the progress your child is making this year so
please try to join us!

Finally, we would like to give a warm welcome to Mrs Felicity Guy
who joined us this week as Communications Officer.

Have a lovely weekend,

This week’s letters home

Friday 11" February

On Friday 11th we will be holding a '#gobright'
non uniform day to raise money for the
charity Muscular Dystrophy UK. This is a
charity close to our school's heart and the one
that myself and Mrs Swanepoel are running
the long awaited London Marathon for this
October. The Friday also celebrates the end of
children's mental health week so we are
inviting the children to come to school in non-
uniform and wear something bright and bring

Denise Burgess

a small donation for the charity.

Parents’ Evening 2022
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Online Safety

Please see below dates and times for this

terms parents’ evening:

National Online Safety this week: What parents need to know about Tuesday 8™ February 3.30pm - 5.30pm

RESPECT ONLINE and inspiring children to build a better digital world

(see attached poster). Tuesday 8" February 3:30pm — 5:30pm
Tucana Only (Mrs Rose)

If you haven't signed up already, please take advantages of this brilliant

resource by following the link below: https://nationalonlinesafety.com Wednesday 9*" February —

4:00pm — 7:00pm

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA . ]
All years (including Tucana)

We are now on Facebook and Instagram as well as Twitter. Please follow us to
keep updated with the latest school news and activities.

Thursday 10" February — 3:30pm — 5:30pm

All years (excluding Tucana)
f @greatdenhamprimary

Bookings will open on Monday 31 January

@greatdenhamprimaryschool at midday and close at 10am on the day of

Y  @greatdenhamps the parents’ evening.

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk




YEAR GROUP
UPDATE

05

Next week events:

Tuesday 8th February
4pm - 6pm
Year 5 & 6 Boys Basketball
finals at Westfield

Wednesday 9th February,
3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 4,5 & 6 Running club

Thursday 10th February
4pm - 6pm
Year 3 & 4 Boys Basketball
tournament at Westfield

Year 2

Year 2 has had a fabulous start to their new project! We have been blown away with how much
they have learnt already. In the first week we had a visit from the Birds of Prey centre. They
brought in 4 birds for us to see - a hawk, falcon, owl and eagle. The children were amazed when
the birds flew and spread their huge wings out. The best part was getting to hold one of the
birds — it was so light we could hardly feel it.

Last week we wrote newspaper articles about the fails and successes of the amazing Wright
brothers. We had to have a real understanding of what the brothers went through to achieve
their dreams. Mr White, Mrs Baker and Miss Dix were elated with the content and presentation
we all showed in our articles. This week we have started to learn about Amelia Earhart and
how she vanished in to thin air after attempting to fly around the world. Quiz us when we get
home and we’ll show you how much we know already!

This week we went to Shuttleworth to see all the old planes and gain a real understanding into
the history of aviation. | wonder where our project will take us next?

Physical Education (PE)

Our focus in our PE sessions this half term has been respect and teamwork. Children
from early years through to year 6 have worked hard to develop these lifelong skills
through Gymnastics and OAA (outdoor and adventure activities). The children
continue to amaze us with their creativity and effort when balancing, jumping, rolling
and performing sequences in gymnastics. Team work has been at the heart of our
outdoor adventurous activities, many of which have been challenging, exciting and
relied on communication and decision making to be successful.

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk




School Sport

Despite the challenges of covid, we have continued to participate in every fixture and competition so far this term. Our
aim is to offer as many competitive opportunities to our children as possible.

Year 5 & 6 Girls Table Tennis County finals

First of all, what an achievement to get to a county final! We are incredibly proud of the team for making it through to
the finals and encouraged them to enjoy the opportunity. The finals presented a real challenge for the girls, however
they showed respect, resilience and friendship throughout. Overall they achieved 6th place- wow, well done!

Team: Alice, Anaya, Bella & Zuwena
Year 5 & 6 Mixed Badminton tournament

Both of the teams put in some fantastic performances, in a series of single matches, with the results adding up to their
overall team score. As the competition progressed, so too did the enthusiasm and passion to play their best. Many
matches against the opponents had very close results often resulting in a win or loss by only one or two points.
Congratulations to all the players and for finishing in 4th and 5th place out of eight teams.

Team A: Amber, Joe-Joe, Sienna, Yusuf
Team B: Deborah, Grace, James, Max
Year 5 & 6 Boys Basketball league matches

The team played two matches against Bromham's A and B team, and wow what amazing performances! Each week this
team train hard, listen to feedback and work hard to improve their teamwork and it is paying off.

Team: Aalijah, Bandile, George, Harman, llyas, Leo, Tobi

Player of the match: Ilyas

Physical Education

The sports team, made up of; PE staff, Year 6 Sports Captains, Year 5&6 Sports Leaders and class Sports Ambassadors are
working hard to encourage our whole school to be as active as possible. The government expectation is for all children to
be active for 60 minutes a day, 30 minutes of which must be whilst at school, in addition to their PE lessons.

We have made some positive changes to help everyone achieve their 30 minutes in school; start off the day with a 'Get
in, get active' 10 minute workout, varied activities that are accessible at playtimes and lunchtime sports clubs that are
run by our Sport leaders on the MUGA daily.

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk




CALLING ALL KNITTERS!

Gates at the start of the school day

We are experiencing difficulties at the start of the day on the Kingswood Way gate. Please can | remind parents that all
gates must be locked at 8:40am promptly. We have noticed lately that a significant number of children are arriving in
the approach to the gate at 8:40am or on the other side of the road, resulting in them rushing across the road in a
dangerous manner, or in parents asking us to let children through after 9:40am.

This is also making it difficult for staff to lock the gates promptly at 8:40am. Please can | ask that you try to arrive a little
earlier so that it means that we can lock the gate on time. As well as this, we are noticing an increasing number of
parents from the early years wanting to exit via this gate after 8:40am which again results in us not being able to shut
the gate on time - if you are held up in early years please exit via the early year’s gate.

Registers take place promptly at 8:40am and lessons start at 8:45am and so if gates aren't closed on time, it then delays
the registers being able to be taken and lessons starting on time which results in lost learning for the children.

Children’s Mental Health Week
)
Children's Mental Health Week is taking place on 7-13 February P‘acezae S

2022. This year's theme is Growing Together. CH‘LDREN. s
Place2be will be encouraging children (and adults) to consider how MENTAL HEALTH

they have grown, and how they can help others to grow. If you'd WEEK

like any information or advice, you can find free resources over on

their website: www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk 7 - |3 FEBRUAR’ 2021

Awareness days and religious festivals

February- LGBT History Month

14" February- Valentine’s Day

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk




LOCAL EVENTS & ADVERTS

Expl©
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START
someTHING BIG

THIS YEAR

Award-winning maths and English tuition

Online and in centres

Limited time only

Don’t miss out -
offer ends soon.

€ARLY BOOKING
OFFER
LAST CHANCE TO SAVE
OVER £60 A WEEK!

%

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk

‘ “£3 Mumanet testers tied Exol

FUN AND ADVENTURE Y,
\ IN THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS/
FOR 42 - 14 YEAR OLDS !
BOOK NOW FOR 2022!

Everything is
POSSIBLE with an
EXPLORE TUTOR
by YOUR SIDE.

Since 2001 over 300,000 children have
excelled academically, reached their
potential and achieved the best possible
results with Explore Learning.

Combining brilliant tutors
and innovative curriculum
tools, Explore Learning is
an inspirational place where
children grow in self-belief
and reach new heights

in their learning.

O 0 06 0 G

Ages 4-16 In centre

and online

Pass
exams

Tackle new
challenges

Boost
confidence

Tk wanled sy and B4

TRY IT FOR
Book your free

FRE E trial today

01483 447414 | explorelearning.co.uk

BOOK NOw!

.. for great
rates!

v

BOOK NOW
FOR OUR
€R! q LOWEST PRICES

ofFF IN 2022!

OFFER
AVAILABLE
UuP UNTIL

31st JAUNARY
2022

“das co. Mk
" all 01480 467567



St James’s
Church
Barn

Ideal for small events,
classes and meetings

orkshops include:
Concept Curriculum
Deep Dive in PE
Creating an Active and Engaging
Playground
Quidditeh

CHILDREN & A

guags g

YOUNG PEOPLE Movement

il s

PHYSICAL dion e iy e
ACTIVITY

CONFERENCE e e

To rlglmr yelr FIID. head to
WWW. co ulrleyp.

WEDNESDAY 18TH conference
MAY 2022

£10 per hour
Includes full use of kitchen
AV system available for a small additional
charge

Contact us for further details

Email:

stjamesbarnbiddenham@gmail.com
(preferred contact method)

Tel:
Jane - 07831 172320
Rebecca — 07769 944727

Center Parcs, Woburn Forest

Church End, Biddenham MK40 4AR

Tennis Dance Go Karts
Nerf Baking & More
Feb 14th - 18th Feb 21st - 25th
Lower School Banbury Cherry Fields
Loughton Manor Willen Primary School
Milton Keynes Great Linford Primary School
Horse and Wilderness Tickford Park Primary School

.i SPORTY SCHOLARS

BOOK NOW: www.sportyscholars.com Tel: 07511194319 §A ) \ ,
_ 5 cial Grass | Building & Landscaping

Driveways, Paths & Patios
Timber & Composite Decking

www.greatdenhamprimary.org.uk



Its a new year and friday 4th February sees the return of our
monthly Community Cinema sessions at Great Denham Community Hall

For those that don't know, we run a family friendly film on the first

Friday of the month, but as our licence doesn’t allow us to tell you
the name of the film in advance - and because its a little bit of fun
too - we post clues leading up to movie day so you can have a little

guess at what the movie will be. Check our Facebook page for clues!

Entrance fee to the hall is JUST £1.50 which includes Popcorn and a
drink, and there's no need to buy ticlkets in advance, you can just turn
up!

e
Doors open at 3pm with the film starting at 3:30pm ‘Z
We would suggest the children bring cushions, pillows or beanbag's to
sit on. Big chairs will be available for grown u

ps &
Further refreshments will also be available to buy = &
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